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The House met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore [Mr. RADANOVICH].
f

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 31, 1996.

I hereby designate the Honorable GEORGE
P. RADANOVICH to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore on this day.

NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

PRAYER

The Reverend Joe Voss, Valley Cen-
ter Assembly of God, Valley Center,
KS, offered the following prayer:

Lord, we pause at the beginning of
this session to humbly bow our hearts
before You. We acknowledge Your lord-
ship and Your majesty and our utter
dependence upon You.

From the beginning of creation, You
have moved the hearts of kings like a
river. So move the hearts of this
House, and the great Nation they rep-
resent. Lord, move our hearts to sub-
mit under Your hand and to seek Your
wisdom from above. Give us that wis-
dom that You declared is first, pure,
and peaceable and gentle, willing to
yield, full of mercy and good faith,
without partiality and without hypoc-
risy.

Lord, forgive us for the times we
have walked outside of this wisdom. Be
merciful to us as a nation and forgive
us our sins, both against You and one
another.

Help us to be a light to the world, to
do justly, to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with our God.

We ask this in the precious name of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RADANOVICH). The Chair has examined
the Journal of the last day’s proceed-
ings and announces to the House his
approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-
BALART) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the Unit-
ed States of America, and to the Republic for
which it stands, one nation under God, indi-
visible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one if its clerks, announced
that the Senate agrees to the amend-
ments of the House to the amendments
of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 2353) ‘‘An
Act to amend title 38, United States
Code, to extend certain expiring au-
thorities of the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs relating to delivery of
health and medical care, and for other
purposes.’’.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a concurrent resolu-
tion of the following title, in which the
concurrence of the House is requested:

S. Con. Res. 40. Concurrent Resolution to
commemorate the sesquicentennial of Texas
statehood.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 103–227, the
Chair, on behalf of the Republican
leader, appoints Mr. JEFFORDS as a
member of the national education
goals panel, vice Mr. GREGG.

The message also announced that in
accordance with Public Law 81–754, as

amended by Public Law 93–536 and Pub-
lic Law 100–365, the Chair, on behalf of
the Vice President, appoints Mr. HAT-
FIELD to the National Historical Publi-
cations and Records Commission.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RADANOVICH). The Chair will recognize
Members for an unlimited number of 1-
minute speeches.

f

WELCOME TO REV. JOE VOSS,
VALLEY CENTER ASSEMBLY OF
GOD CHURCH

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, today the
House was opened in prayer by my
friend and pastor, Joe Voss. Joe is from
a tough neighborhood in St. Louis. As
a teenager, he was sent to a correc-
tional school for boys, but thanks to
Salvation Army officers, Major
Froeberg and Clarence Harvey, who is
currently a Divisional Commander here
in D.C., Joe turned his life around.

He went to Forest Park Community
College and graduated from the Salva-
tion Army Seminary in Chicago in 1970.
Joe married Connie 25 years ago and
they have a 21-year-old son, Joey, and
a daughter who is 18, named April.

But the real story is what Joe and
Connie are doing today. He has just fin-
ished heading up a building program
for a new sanctuary without borrowing
money. Instead of mortgage payments,
Joe and the members of Valley Center
Assembly of God are investing in
young boys and girls, many from single
homes, through a scouting program
called Royal Rangers and Missionettes.

They are not only working with the
teenagers in their church, but also
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reaching out to the gangs in Wichita.
They have even reached out to those
trapped by prostitution, by drugs, and
by alcohol through their ‘‘Christ in the
Streets’’ program.

Joe has exchanged pulpits with black
congregations in our community, al-
lowing them to come into Valley Cen-
ter Assembly of God, while he goes to
other community churches. Some
would say that this is innovative for a
church to reach outside its walls. Joe
would simply say it is changing the
hearts and minds of America one soul
at a time.

Welcome to the House, Pastor Voss.
f

CONGRESS SHOULD STAY IN
SESSION AND WORK

(Mr. EDWARDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, a mo-
ment ago we put our right hands over
our hearts and pledged allegiance to
our flag and the Nation for which it
stands. I would like to challenge every
Member of this House today to take
another pledge, a pledge that we will
not go home in February for a month,
a pledge we will not take a paid vaca-
tion as Members of Congress, while this
Nation is on the brink of defaulting on
its good faith and credit for the first
time in two centuries.

Mr. Speaker, I think every Member
of Congress tomorrow who would vote
to recess, when we are on this brink,
are playing Russian roulette with the
American economy and average work-
ing people’s lives whose mortgage rates
will go up and veterans who will not re-
ceive their paychecks and the widows
of veterans who will not receive their
pensions.

Anybody who votes to go on recess
tomorrow should volunteer not only to
give up his or her paycheck for the
month of February. They should volun-
teer to explain to 44 million senior citi-
zens why on March 1 they may not get
their Social Security checks and Medi-
care recipients will not get their
checks. We should stay here and work.
f

PROTECT CALIFORNIA’S FRUIT
AND VEGETABLE INDUSTRY

(Mr. CALVERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, the
rumor going around the California ag-
ricultural community is that USDA
Secretary Dan Glickman is out to ruin
California’s multibillion-dollar-a-year
fruit and vegetable industry.

Why would Secretary Glickman want
to destroy California’s Agricultural in-
dustry? Only he knows.

Bill Clinton will get the blame—con-
ventional wisdom says this is a no
brainer—costing Clinton the November
election.

An independent study by University
of California, Riverside, Boston Univer-
sity, Cornell University, and Oregon

State University states that USDA has
not used good science.

Allowing pest ridden Mexican avoca-
dos into the United States is a recipe
for disaster. They will bring in fruit
flies, stem borers and seed weevils. The
invasion of these pests will destroy
California’s crops for generations to
come.

Secretary Glickman, use common
sense. Don’t allow pest ridden Mexican
avocados into our country. It is bad
policy, based on bad science.
f

LOAN GUARANTEES

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, let us
see if this makes any sense. Uncle Sam
borrows money from Japan and Ger-
many and then gives that borrowed
money to Russia. Russia then sells nu-
clear technology, fighter jets, tanks,
and submarines to Iran and China.
Military experts say that Iran threat-
ens the gulf and that China, as we
speak, threatens to nuke Taiwan.

If that is not enough to float your
boat, the White House wants to guar-
antee part of a $9 billion loan, another
one to Russia, $9 billion.

Mr. Speaker, did anyone ever stop to
think that America with these policies
just may be aiding and abetting our en-
emies?

Beam me up, Mr. Speaker.
If we can guarantee any loans for

anybody, it should be for the people in
the United States of America.
f

CASTRO’S THREATS AGAINST
DISSIDENTS’ YOUNG CHILDREN

(Mr. DIAZ-BALART asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker,
since the time of the visits of two of
our colleagues to Cuba a few weeks
ago, dissidents and independent jour-
nalists there are facing increased re-
pression. Dissident leaders Miriam Gar-
cia, Mercedes Parada Antunes, Leonel
Morejon Almagro, Pedro Brito Hernan-
dez, and many others, have reported
being the victims of increasing repres-
sion. But perhaps the most spine-
chilling example of Castro’s new wave
of brutality is the way in which Vicky
Ruiz, a member of the dissident um-
brella group Concilio Cubano, is being
threatened.

State security has not only repeat-
edly threatened Vicky Ruiz’s physical
safety, but Castro agents have also told
her that, if she does not stop her
human rights advocacy, her young
children, a 9-year-old girl and a 6-year-
old boy, will be physically assaulted, as
will be her 13-year-old nephew, who
also lives with her in the same house.

I, Mr. Speaker, have personally heard
her plea for help sent by telephone. All
human rights groups, international or-
ganizations, our government, and all

governments have a duty to imme-
diately condemn these acts of cowardly
brutality with all vehemence, and to
intercede on behalf of Vicky Ruiz and
her young family.
f

STOP JEOPARDIZING AMERICA’S
CREDIT

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, as so
many Texans gathered yesterday in
Austin to honor Senator Ralph Yar-
borough, I was reminded of his urging
that we ought to put the jam on the
lower shelf so the little people can
reach it. How appropriate those words
are this morning.

Speaker GINGRICH wants to put all
the jam up there on the top shelf so
that those who are sitting comfortably
on the top ladder can reach up there
and get the tax breaks and the crown
jewels. Those that are down there on
the bottom rung, working families,
they reach into the cupboard and they
find it bare. All they get is a notice for
raised taxes under this Republican eco-
nomic plan.

Mr. Speaker, meanwhile the Speaker
is talking about getting this country
into a jam of a far different type: De-
faulting on the full faith and credit of
the United States of America, the kind
of idea we would have only heard on
the crackpot circuit a year ago. Well,
it is time to stop jeopardizing with
these political shenanigans the future
of working families across America.
f

PRESIDENT CLINTON AND BIG
GOVERNMENT

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to include extraneous
material.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, last
week President Clinton said this was
the end of the era of big government.
And this week, the President says that
he established a record of remarkable
consistency.

Mr. Speaker, let’s review the facts.
President Clinton is responsible for the
largest tax increase in American his-
tory. He tried to take over one-seventh
of the U.S. economy by socializing the
Nation’s health care system. Last year,
the President submitted four budget
plans, none of which balanced, all of
which had $200 billion deficits as far as
the eye could see. And only until very
recently has the President submitted a
balanced budget, but even that puts off
the tough choices for future politicians
and spends $326 billion more on failed
Washington programs.

If this is the end of big government,
I must be in political fantasyland.

Mr. Speaker, let’s cut through the
double-speak see that, in reality, Bill
Clinton has become big government’s
little buddy.

Mr. Speaker, I submit the following
for the RECORD:
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